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out ; preferred its own cell to a fresh one ; devoured a part 
which was quite dry ; about July 4th or 5th, closed the open- 
ing of its cell with a mixture of dust of straw and a cement, 
and besmeared it throughout great part of its extent with a 
black substance ; remained quiescent and apparently feeble till 
July 7th ; and between the 7th and 9th escaped, leaving a hole 
of sufficient size for its passage in the paper cover of a bottle, 
and no visible skin in its former abode. 



STATED MEETING, July 20, 1841. 
Vice President Morton in the Chair. 

DONATIONS TO LIBRARY. 

Monograph of the Lymniades of North America. By S. Steh- 
man Haldeman. 8vo. 1841. — From the author. 

History of British Zoophytes. By George Johnston, M. D. 
8vo. Edinburgh, 1838.— From Dr. Morton. 

DONATIONS TO CABINET. 

A series of fourteen specimens of Unioquadrulus, showing the 
growth of the shell at different ages. (Variety lachrymo- 
sus, Lea.) U. lens, six specimens. U. siliquoideus, five spe- 
cimens. Anodonta pavonia, three specimens. All in re- 
markable perfection. — From Mr. J. G. Anthony, of Cincin- 
nati, through Mr. Phillips. 

Io spinosus, Tennessee. — From Dr. Troost. 

Conus princeps, and three specimens of Helix Sayi, (Binney,) 
from Mr. J.S.Phillips. 
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Written Communications. — A letter was read from Mr. J. 
G. Anthony, in reference to the shells presented by him this 
evening, with a proffer of further services. 

A letter was also read from Prof. Del Rio, of the city of 
Mexico, enclosing a communication from Mr. Joseph Mur- 
guitro, describing a new mode of mining and blasting rocks. 
Referred to a committee consisting of Messrs. Chaloner, 
Booth and Lukins. 

Dr. B. H. Coates stated that Miss Morris had seen a Tipu- 
lide fly in the act of placing her eggs on or in a grain of 
wheat. This fly and these eggs she had in good preservation. 
On comparing it with Le Sueur's drawing, she could see no 
difference, except that the antennas were not quite so long, and 
that the small nerves of the wings were more clearly defined 
and strongly marked. She had also found a flaxseed pupa in 
the cavity of the straw, with no hole, crack or visible mark 
where the larva could have entered. This pupa she has exa- 
mined with a microscope, and she can detect no difference in 
it from that on the outside. This too she has carefully pre- 
served. 

These important facts and specimens may, in the conviction 
of Miss M., either prove her previous views correct, or that 
there are two species of this destructive pest. 

Mr. Phillips submitted the following memorandum, which 
was read and ordered to be printed in the Society's proceed- 
ings. 

In consequence of inquiries from different persons of the date of 
publication of the papers in the early volumes of the journal of this 
Institution, I have searched for the numbers as published with 
their original envelopes, bearing the date of the month of publico,, 
tion, and have been so successful as to find a complete series. As 
the covers of the numbers are thrown aside by the binder, and very 
few sets of the journal remain in their original form, I have pre- 
pared a list of the dates, in order that naturalists may be at no loss 
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in future to determine the claim of originality to descriptions of 
species, by the rule now most generally admitted, viz. priority of the 
date of publication. 

The date of publication of the monthly issues of the first volume 
are printed in and bound up with the text. 
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The remainder of the Journal is published in half volumes. 



